
 
 
October 3, 2006 
 
PRO BONO PARTNERSHIP RECEIVES GRANT 
IN MEMORY OF VOLUNTEER SANDRA EMERLING 
 
On October 3rd, in a moving ceremony at General Electric’s corporate headquarters in Fairfield, CT, 
family, friends and colleagues of Sandra Gail Emerling, one of the Pro Bono Partnership’s most 
dedicated pro bono attorneys, gathered to celebrate the life and contribution of this extraordinary 
volunteer.  Sandra died suddenly in February 2006. 
 
The occasion was the posthumous presentation of GE’s most prestigious employee award to Sandra – 
the Gerald L. Phillippe Award, which honors individuals who demonstrate an exceptional level of 
volunteer commitment, creativity and achievement.  The Partnership had nominated Sandra for a lifetime 
of deeds that demonstrated uncommon personal volunteer commitment and a profound impact on the 
nonprofit organizations she assisted, as well as the communities they serve. 
 
At the ceremony, GE’s Tax Department also presented the Pro Bono Partnership with a $10,500 
grant in memory of Sandra, who had been State Tax Counsel at GE and the Partnership’s “go to” 
volunteer on tax matters since 1999.  The grant will be used to create an on-line guide to the pros and 
cons of applying for tax exemption and to provide a series of legal workshops for nonprofits on 
incorporation and tax exemption in Sandra’s memory. 
 
The Gerald L. Phillippe Award also included individual recognition and cash grants for two of Sandra’s 
Partnership clients:   The Center for Women and Families of Eastern Fairfield County, which works to 
end domestic violence and abuse; and Blazing Wisdom Foundation, which promotes ancient Chinese 
and Tibetan healing arts and sciences. 

From left: John Samuels, Vice 
President & Senior Tax Counsel, GE; 
Angelina Johnson-Brown; Leslie 
McDonald; Diane Durec; Kristine 
Hazzard, President, Center for Women 
and Families; Ivy Loo, Development 
and Administrative Director, Blazing 
Wisdom Foundation; Maurice Segall, 
Deputy Director, Pro Bono 
Partnership; Muriel Emerling; Larry 
Emerling; Darron Copeland; David 
Emerling; John Amato; Peter Nicosia; 
Sarah Gette; Rick D'Avino; Vice 
President & Senior Tax Counsel; 
Donna Fiammetta; and Diane Babala. 


